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Ausgrid Community Power Network (CPN) trial waiver application 

 

Energy Networks Australia (ENA) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Australian Energy 

Regulator’s (AER) issues paper regarding Ausgrid’s Community Power Network trial.1 

ENA is the national industry body representing Australia’s electricity transmission and distribution 

and gas distribution networks. Our members provide more than 16 million electricity and gas 

connections to almost every home and business across Australia.  

Energy Networks Australia strongly supports the proposed Ausgrid Community Power Network  

trial and welcomes the opportunity to respond to the AER's Issues Paper. The trial demonstrates 

a feasible pathway for delivering equitable, efficient, and accelerated energy transition outcomes 

for customers through coordinated deployment and orchestration of distributed energy resources 

(DER). 

The Time is Now 

A key theme reinforced by Energy Networks Australia's report, "The Time is Now: Leveraging the 

Distribution Grid in Support of the Energy Transition" (August 2024)2, is the urgent need for 

proactive, coordinated investment in the distribution network to unlock customer-wide benefits 

and accelerate decarbonisation. The Ausgrid Community Power Network trial waiver 

demonstrates how innovative network-led initiatives can help to deliver lower costs, improve 

equity, and strengthen system resilience. The trial waiver will enable customer benefit sharing 

and showcase scalable models for grid optimisation in support of the energy transition. 

Supporting Equitable Access and Lower Costs 

The Ausgrid Community Power Network pilot directly addresses equity issues, ensuring that 

customers unable to install rooftop solar or storage, such as apartment dwellers and renters, are 

able to see financial benefits from the installation of DER in their network area. The trial enables 

community participants to receive annual dividends from DER deployment, regardless of their 

 

 

1 AER, Ausgrid: Community Power Network trial, Issues Paper, August 2025.  

2 ENA, The Time is Now, Getting smarter with the grid, August 2024.  






